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Whereas the Great Smoky Mountains Na-

tional Park provides sanctuary for the most 
diverse flora and fauna of any national park 
in the temperate United States, and pre-
serves an unparalleled collection of historic 
structures as a ‘‘time capsule’’ of Appa-
lachian culture during the 19th and early 
20th centuries; 

Whereas, on September 2, 1940, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt dedicated the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park; 

Whereas the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park has been the most popular na-
tional park in the United States since it 
opened, and attracts between 9,000,000 and 
10,000,000 visitors each year, making it the 
most visited of the 58 national parks in the 
United States; and 

Whereas visitors to the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park contribute more 
than $700,000,000 to the local economy each 
year, resulting in more than 14,000 jobs in 
North Carolina and Tennessee: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the citizens of Western 

North Carolina and Eastern Tennessee for 
their vision and sacrifice; 

(2) commends the people of the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park and the 
National Park Service for 75 years of suc-
cessful management and preservation of the 
park land; 

(3) congratulates the people of the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park on the 75th 
anniversary of the park; and 

(4) requests the Secretary of the Senate to 
transmit an enrolled copy of this resolution 
for appropriate display to the headquarters 
of the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 138—HON-
ORING CONCERNS OF POLICE 
SURVIVORS FOR 25 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO FAMILY MEMBERS 
OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-
CERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF 
DUTY 

Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BEGICH, Ms. 
MIKULSKI, Mr. TESTER, Mr. RISCH, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. DODD, and Mrs. BOXER) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 138 

Whereas May 14, 2009, marks the 25th anni-
versary of the founding of Concerns of Police 
Survivors; 

Whereas, for 25 years, Concerns of Police 
Survivors has answered one of the highest 
and most noble calls to service by providing 
compassionate care and support to family 
members of law enforcement officers killed 
in the line of duty; 

Whereas, for 25 years, Concerns of Police 
Survivors has been a bedrock of strength for 
those family members in helping them re-
build their shattered lives; 

Whereas, for 25 years, Concerns of Police 
Survivors has showed the highest amount of 
concern and respect for the tens of thousands 
of family members of law enforcement offi-
cers killed in the line of duty; 

Whereas those family members bear the 
most immediate and profound burden of the 
absences of their loved ones; 

Whereas Concerns of Police Survivors fa-
cilitates healing and provides love and re-
newed life to those family members far from 
the eye of the media and the general public; 

Whereas it is essential that the people of 
the Unites States are made aware of the 
good works of Concerns of Police Survivors 

and recognize the contributions of Concerns 
of Police Survivors to so many families; and 

Whereas National Police Week, observed in 
2009 from May 10 to May 16, is the most ap-
propriate time to honor Concerns of Police 
Survivors: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors Concerns of Police Survivors for 

25 years of service to the family members of 
law enforcement officers killed in the line of 
duty across the United States; 

(2) recognizes and thanks Concerns of Po-
lice Survivors for assisting in rebuilding the 
shattered lives of those family members 
through the organization’s invaluable pro-
grams; 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
join with the Senate in thanking Concerns of 
Police Survivors on behalf of the Nation; and 

(4) recognizes with great appreciation the 
sacrifices made by the families of law en-
forcement officers killed in the line of duty 
in providing essential support to one an-
other. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1057. Mr. COBURN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 454, to improve the organiza-
tion and procedures of the Department of De-
fense for the acquisition of major weapon 
systems, and for other purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 1057. Mr. COBURN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 454, to improve the 
organization and procedures of the De-
partment of Defense for the acquisition 
of major weapon systems, and for other 
purposes; as follows: 

At the end of title II, add the following: 
SEC. 207. PLAN FOR ELIMINATION OF WEAK-

NESSES IN OPERATIONS THAT 
HINDER CAPACITY TO ASSEMBLE 
AND ASSESS RELIABLE COST INFOR-
MATION ON ACQUIRED ASSETS 
UNDER MAJOR DEFENSE ACQUISI-
TION PROGRAMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Chief Management Officer of the Depart-
ment of Defense shall submit to Congress a 
report setting forth a plan to identify and 
address weaknesses in operations that hinder 
the capacity to assemble and assess reliable 
cost information on the systems and assets 
to be acquired under major defense acquisi-
tion programs. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under 
subsection (a) shall include the following: 

(1) Mechanisms to identify any weaknesses 
in operations under major defense acquisi-
tion programs that hinder the capacity to 
assemble and assess reliable cost informa-
tion on the systems and assets to be acquired 
under such programs in accordance with ap-
plicable accounting standards. 

(2) Mechanisms to address weaknesses in 
operations under major defense acquisition 
programs identified pursuant to the utiliza-
tion of the mechanisms set forth under para-
graph (1). 

(3) A description of the proposed imple-
mentation of the mechanisms set forth pur-
suant to paragraph (2) to address the weak-
nesses described in that paragraph, includ-
ing— 

(A) the actions to be taken to implement 
such mechanisms; 

(B) a schedule for carrying out such mech-
anisms; and 

(C) metrics for assessing the progress made 
in carrying out such mechanisms. 

(4) A description of the organization and 
resources required to carry out mechanisms 
set forth pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (2). 

(5) In the case of the financial management 
practices of each military department appli-
cable to major defense acquisition pro-
grams— 

(A) a description of any weaknesses in such 
practices; and 

(B) a description of the actions to be taken 
to remedy such weaknesses. 

(c) CONSULTATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In preparing the report re-

quired by subsection (a), the Chief Manage-
ment Officer of the Department of Defense 
shall seek and consider input from each of 
the following: 

(A) The Chief Management Officer of the 
Department of the Army. 

(B) The Chief Management Officer of the 
Department of the Navy. 

(C) The Chief Management Officer of the 
Department of the Air Force. 

(2) FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT PRACTICES.—In 
preparing for the report required by sub-
section (a) the matters covered by subsection 
(b)(5) with respect to a particular military 
department, the Chief Management Officer 
of the Department of Defense shall consult 
specifically with the Chief Management Offi-
cer of the military department concerned. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
May 7, 2009 at 10:30 a.m. in room 106 of 
the Dirksen Senate office building. 

THe PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, May 7, 2009, at 9:30 
a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON BANKING HOUSING, AND URBAN 
AFFAIRS 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
May 7, 2009 at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Strengthening the 
S.E.C.’s Vital Enforcement Respon-
sibilities.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I 
would like to ask unanimous consent 
that the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, May 7, 2009, at 10 a.m., in 
room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 

WORKS 
Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
May 7, 2009, to conduct a business 
meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, May 7, 2009, at 10 a.m., in 
room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Auctioning under Cap and Trade: De-
sign, Participation and Distribution of 
Revenues’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet, 
during the session of the Senate on 
May 7, 2009, to conduct a hearing. The 
hearing will commence at 10 a.m., in 
room 430 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet, 
during the session of the Senate on 
May 7, 2009. The hearing will com-
mence at 2 p.m., in room 430 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, May 7, 2009, at 2:15 
p.m., in room 628 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate, to conduct an executive busi-
ness meeting on Thursday, May 7, 2009, 
at 10 a.m., in room SD–226 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Energy be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
to conduct a hearing on Thursday, May 
7, 2009, at 2:30 p.m., in room 366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT 

MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE, 
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on 
Oversight of Government Management, 
the Federal Workforce, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, May 7, 2009, at 2:30 p.m. 
to conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Uncle 
Sam Wants You!: Recruitment in the 
Federal Government.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

URGING THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA TO END THE COMMER-
CIAL SEAL HUNT 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 57, S. Res. 84. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 84) urging the Govern-

ment of Canada to end the commercial seal 
hunt. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any statements be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 84) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 84 

Whereas the Government of Canada per-
mits an annual commercial hunt for seals in 
the waters off the east coast of Canada; 

Whereas an international outcry regarding 
the plight of the seals hunted in Canada re-
sulted in the 1983 ban by the European Union 
of whitecoat and blueback seal skins and the 
subsequent collapse of the commercial seal 
hunt in Canada; 

Whereas the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) bars the 
import into the United States of any seal 
products; 

Whereas, in recent years, the Minister of 
Fisheries and Oceans of Canada has author-
ized historically high quotas for harp seals; 

Whereas more than 1,000,000 seals have 
been killed during the past 4 years; 

Whereas harp seal pups can legally be 
hunted in Canada as soon as they have begun 
to molt their white coats, at approximately 
12 days of age; 

Whereas 97 percent of the seals killed are 
pups between just 12 days and 12 weeks of 
age; 

Whereas, in 2007, an international panel of 
experts in veterinary medicine and zoology 
was invited by the Humane Society of the 

United States to observe the commercial 
seal slaughter in Canada; 

Whereas the report by the panel noted that 
sealers failed to comply with sealing regula-
tions in Canada and that officials of the Gov-
ernment of Canada failed to enforce such 
regulations; 

Whereas the report also concluded that the 
killing methods permitted during the com-
mercial seal hunt in Canada are inherently 
inhumane and should be prohibited; 

Whereas many seals are shot in the course 
of the hunt and escape beneath the ice where 
they die slowly and are never recovered; 

Whereas such seals are not properly count-
ed in official kill statistics, increasing the 
likelihood that the actual kill level is far 
higher than the level that is reported; 

Whereas the few thousand fishermen who 
participate in the commercial seal hunt in 
Canada earn, on average, only a tiny fraction 
of their annual income from killing seals; 

Whereas members of the fishing and seal-
ing industries in Canada continue to justify 
the seal hunt on the grounds that the seals 
in the Northwest Atlantic are preventing the 
recovery of cod stocks, despite the lack of 
any credible scientific evidence to support 
this claim; 

Whereas the consensus in the international 
scientific community is that culling seals 
will not assist in the recovery of fish stocks 
and that seals are a vital part of the fragile 
marine ecosystem of the Northwest Atlantic; 

Whereas polling consistently shows that 
the overwhelming majority of people in Can-
ada oppose the commercial seal hunt; 

Whereas the vast majority of seal products 
are exported from Canada, and the sealing 
industry relies on international markets for 
its products; 

Whereas 10 countries have prohibited trade 
in seal products in recent years, and the Eu-
ropean Union is now considering a prohibi-
tion on trade in seal products; and 

Whereas the persistence of this cruel and 
needless commercial hunt is inconsistent 
with the well-earned international reputa-
tion of Canada: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) urges the Government of Canada to pro-

hibit the commercial hunting of seals; and 
(2) strongly supports an unconditional pro-

hibition by the European Union on trade in 
seal products. 

f 

NATIONAL TRAIN DAY 
Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Commerce 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. Res. 125. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 125) in support and 

recognition of National Train Day, May 9, 
2009. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table en bloc, and any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 125) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
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